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Foundational Skills 

The Foundational Skills (K-5) are focused on developing students’ understanding and working-knowledge of print concepts, 
phonological awareness, phonics and word recognition, and fluency. These skills require that students know, demonstrate, apply, and 
read. Performance-based actions such as know, demonstrate, apply, and read require the use of assessment to determine if students do 
know and can demonstrate, apply, and read.  

Reading Literary and Informational Text 

Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction and informational texts. 
Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both literary and informational 
Regular practice with complex text and its academic language 

Writing Standards 

The Alaska Writing Standards focus on teaching the processes of writing, including a balance of text types. 
- Elementary: opinion = 30%, information = 35%, narrative = 35% 
- Middle: argument = 35%, information = 35%, narrative = 30% 
- High School: argument = 40%, information = 40%, narrative = 20% 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

The Alaska Speaking and Listening Standards call for an increase in student interactions. Students must be given more time to discuss 
and interact with critical concepts in the content areas and have an opportunity to engage in appropriate, academic discourse. The focus 
is on becoming skilled collaborators and presenters. 

Language Standards 

The Alaska Language Standards are divided into conventions (grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.), knowledge of language 
(understanding how language functions in different contexts, apply style choices, etc.), and vocabulary acquisition and use (e.g., using 
context to determine meaning, understanding figurative speech, using academic and domain-specific words and phrases). 


